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OPEING OF PARLIAMENT.

The Legislative Council met at 12 noon.

The LPRESLDENT took the Chair.

PROCLAMATION.

The Clerk of Parliaments (Mr. L. L.
Leake) rend the Proclamation of His Ex-
cellency the Lieut.-Governor summoning the
second sess ioni of the Sixcteenth Parliament.

COMMISSIONERS.

His Excellency's Commissioners (His
Honour 31r. ,Justice Draper and His Honour
M'. Justi-e 1)wyer) having entered the
Chamiber at noon, a message was sent to the
Legislative Assembhly requesting the pre-
sence of members in the Council Chamber.

M1embers of the Legislative Assembly hav-
ing arrived aceordingly, His Honour Mr.
Ja-tiee Draper (Senior Commissioner) re-
quested the Clerk to read His Exeileney's

Commission to do all things necessary in his
namue for the opening of the second session
of the Sixteenth Parliament.

The Commission was read.

ACCESSION oF His MAJESTY
KING GEORGE VI.

The Senior Commiissioner read the follow-
ing message from His Excellency the Lient.-
Governor:-

[Ion. gentlemen of tlie Legislative Council
aned members of tie Legislative As-
sem bly-

I base it in eommand fromn His Excellency
the Lieut.-Guvernur to deliver to you the
following mesag:-

The Licut-Governor informs the Legisla-
tive Council and the Legislative Assembly
that Hist Most Gracious Majesty, King
George VI., was duly and lawfully pro-
elaimed King of Great Britain, Ireland and
of the British lDontinions beyond the seas, De-
fender of the Faith, Emtperor of India.
Supreme Lord in and over the State of West-
ern Australia whereof public proclamtation
and due notification wias fully and lawfully
made by the Lieut.-Governor within the Stale
on the 12th day of December, One thousand
nine hundred and thirty-six.

His Excellency therefore desires that hon.
members will, before they proceed to sit and
vote iii their respective Rouses, severally take
and subscribe the oath of allegiance to His
Most Gracious Majesty King George VL. be-
fore a Commissioner duty anthorised by the
Lieut.-Governor to attend in the Chain-
her of the Legislative Council Atnd of the
Legislative Assembly respectively- this day to
administer the same.

tcegwlative tCouncil,
Thursday, 5th August, 1937.
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Mr. President and Honourable gentlemen of
the Legilative Council and members of
the Legislative Assemblty-

I have it also in command from His Eix-
cellency the Lieutenant-Governor to inform
you that, at 3 o'clock this afternoon, His Ex-
cellency will declare to you his -reasons for
calling Parliament together; therefore, mem-
bers of the Legislative Assembly, it is neces-
sary that you now repair to the place where
you are to sit, and there take and subscribe
the oath of allegiance before the Coniis-
a 013cr duly authorised to administer the
same.

swEARflG-IN or xzrans.
Members of the Legislative Assembly hav-

iog retired, and the Junior Commissioner
having left the Chamber, the Clerk read a
Commission from His Excellency appoint-
ing Mr. Justice Draper a Commissioner for
administering to members of the Legislative
Council the oath of allegiance to His Maj-
esty King George VI.

Conseqluent on the accession of King
George VTI. all members of the Legislative
Council (except the Hon. J. J. Holmes and
the Hon. E, Hf. Angelo-who were absent)
took ijnd sujbscribed the oath.

The. Senior Commissioner left the Chamn-
her.

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE
KING.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W.
H. Kitson.-We'4) [12.31]: 1 move-

That the following address be presented to
Hes Excellency the Liaut.-Governor for trans-
mission to IHis Majesty the King-' 'We, the
members of the Legislative Council in the
Parliament of the State of Wastern Australia,'humbly offer our sincere congratulations tin
Your Majesty's accession to the Throne. We
desire to assure Your Majesty of our loyalty
and devotion, and to express the hope that
Your Majesty may enjoy a long and prosperous
veign."

HON. c. F. BAXTER (East) [12.321: 1
second the motion.

Question put and passed.

Sitting suspended from 22.33 to 2t5S.

LIEUT.-GOV'ERNOR'S OPENING
SPEECH.

His Excellency the Lieut.-Governor en-
tered the Council Chamber at 3.5 p.m., and,
the members of the Legislative Assembly
having also attended in the Chamber, obe-
diently to summon;, His Excellency was
pleased to deliver the following speech:

Mr, President and Honourable Members of
the Legislative Couneil-

Mr. Speaker and Members of the Legislative
Assembly-

It is with pleasure that I open the
Second Session of the Sixteenth Parlia-
ment of Western Australia for the trans-
action of public business.

The past year has bee-n marked by the
accession to the Throne of Their Moat
Gracious ifajestics, King George VI. and
Queen Elizabeth, whose coronation evoked
spontaneous expressions and demonstra-
tions of loyalty throughout the Empire.
Representatives of the Governments and
Parliaments of all the British Dominions
attended the crowning in Westminster
Abbey, this State being represented by the
Premier, the Hon. J. C. Willeock, M.L.A.
The proceedings and ceremonies were
marked. by widespread manifestations of
loyal enthusiasm, and this pageant of
Empire brought home to many millions a
sense of the solidarity of the British Em-
pire in a manner never before, perhaps, so
forcibly realised.

On the occasion of the Coronation of
Their Majesties the following cablegram was
fbiiardcd to the Secretary of State:-

"The Lieutenant-Governor, the Minis-
tens of the Government and your loyal
subjects in Western Australia present
their humble duty to Your Majesties and
offer their sincere good wishes on your
Coronation with the fervent prayer that
this important ceremony may be the pro.
lude to a long and prosperous reign."

The following reply was received on the
17th May:-

"I have laid before the King your
cablegram of May 11th, a message on. the
occasion of Their Majesties' Coronation.

491 have it in command from the King
to convey to you and the Government and
the people of Western Australia an ex-
pression of the deep appreciation -with
which Their Majesties have received this
message of loyalty and good wishes."
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Advantage was taken of the opportunity
offered by the Coronation to arrange an
Empire Parliamentary Association Confer-
ence in London. Many sessions were held,
and an extensive programme of travel to
industrial, commercial and other centres; in
Great Britain was arranged. This oppor-
tunity for a free interchange of ideas
amongst representatives from all parts of
the Empire, and the better feeling created
by such a contact, must surely be reflected
in future in an even better understanding
amongst the Dominion;, and between them
and the Home country.

Mr. Speaker and Members of the Legisla-
tive Assembly:-

The revenue for the year ended 30th
June, 1937, -was £10,185,433 and the expen-
diture £10,556,638, resulting in a deficit of
£371,205.

There were two important -reasons for
the failure to achieve the surplus of £5,674
anticipated in the Financial Statement. The
first wau the reduction of £300,000 in the
Commonwealth rant below that paid for
the previous year, and the second was the
effect upon the finances. of -the serious
drought experienced throughout the agri-
cultural and pastoral areas. Considerable
expenditure was incurred in relief measures
adopted to alleviate the position caused
thereby, and revenue was also seriously af-
fected in many directions.

It is anticipated that revenue for the
current year will suffer a reduction because
of the lower incomes received from produc-
tion last year, and moreover it will be neces-
sary to continue expenditure on drought re-
lief until the proceeds of the next harvest
are available. However, as there is every
indication that the present satisfactory
prices for wool and wheat will be main-
tained, it is hoped that a good season will
be experienced which, by its effect upon the
prosperity of the State, would effect a great
improvement in the finances.

Because of the reduced amount of money
available for loan expenditure, many re-
quirements essential for the further devel-
opment of the State have been delayed. It
is imperative that there be no relaxation in
the close supervision of all Government ex-
penditure.

Mr. President and Honoura ble Members of
the Legislative Council-

Mr. Speaker and Members of the Legisa-
tire Assembly-

Em pleynet.
The improvement in employment figures

referred to last year has been maintained.
The total number of men now dependifig
upon the Government for sustenance or re-
lief work is 6,400. Four years ago, it wasf
13,800.

It is considered that the campaign. con-
tinuously carried on in favour of local pro-
ducts has assisted in providing additional
avenues of employment. Th recent months,
particular attention has been given with
gratifying results to this important aspect
of our economic life on the Goldfielda, A
permanent commnittee of local citizens has
been established at Kalgoorlie for the pur-
pose of further- increasing the sale of local
products in that area,

An industrial fair held from. the 24th
May to the 16th June was an outstanding
effort. It received strong support from
Government Departments, manufacturers
and the general public and was visited by
more than 150,000 persons. The Govern-
ment will continue to give every support to
any movement aiming at the extension of
the State's industries and the employment
of its people.

Mining.
Mining in all spheres recorded a substan-

tial improvement during 1936. The gold
yield of 846,208 fine ounces was valued at
£7,373,539 (Australian) and the value of
the production from mining generally in-
creased by £1,685,873. The number of men
engaged in the industry reached 16,652, or
1,095 above that for the previous year.

Many of the companies -which commenced
operations on development and erection of
plant during 1935 have now comnpleted
their programmes, and have bcome active
producers. It is expected that the value of
our gold production will this -year equal the
record figure of £C8,770,713 established in
1903.

Operations have commenced on the de-
velopment of the vast iron lodes at Yampi,
and the preliminary work necessary for the
construction of wharves and quarters is
proceeding.
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North-West. ensured for all time for the No. I district
Jetties, tranmways, buildings and other

facilities in the Notfi and North-West of
the State have beeni maintained and im-
proved. The reconstruction of the jetties at
Point Samson is approaching completion,
and at Carnarvon a new fender system for
the head of the jetty is in band. The work
of repairing the Broonme jetty will be pro-
ceeded with at once.

Additions have been made to the hospi-
tals at Roebourne and Wyndham and the
Leprosarium at Derby has been completed.
* In October lnst a contract was let for the

construction of a new motor vessel to be
known as the "Koolamta," for the North-
West trade. The ship is nowv being built
on the Clyde, and it is hoped that she will
be delivered in time to make her first trip
on the coast towards the end of March.

The important work of surveying the
boundary between Western Australia and
thie Northern Territory wvas continued, and
it is expected that it will be completed dur-
,ing this season. A survey party has also
been despatched to Yampi Sound to carry
out necessary surveys in connection withl
the development of thiat locality.

Roads.
The Federal Aid Roads Agreement which

expired on the 30th June, 1937, has been
renewed for a further period of tell years
and the new agreement will yield additional
funds amouniting to approximately 20 per
cent, above those received under the expired
agreement. Expenditure from this source
is limited to purposes connected with trans-
port.

The erection of a new bridge over the
Canning River has been commenced, and
surveys and investigation for the proposed
replacement of the existing North Fre-
mantle Traffic Bridge are being carried out.

Harbours and Rivers.

Considerable construction and mainten-
ance, work have been performed at Fre-
.mantle, Geraldton and Bunbury.

Coidflds and Agricultural Water Supplies.
The 8-inch main to Norseman has been

completed. It is 102 miles long and pro-
vides 'the district with ampie fresh water
from Mnndaring.

The Barbalin reservoir has been con-
neeted with the goldfields main at Mei-redin.
Adequate supplies of water have thus been

water area which is served from this source.
Boring and well sinking have been placed

in ]land to provide supplies for various
parts of thle State.

Renewal and reconditioniing ot the Gold-
fields Water Supply pipes have been con-
tinued throug~hout the year.

Irrigation.
The value of the three irrigation areas in

the South-West is indicated by the fact
that, taken as ai whole, they have practically
doubled the waterings as compared with
p~revious years.

Metropolitan Water Supply.
Work on the Canning Dam was resumed

in June and it is hoped to have the front
face built to a height of 135 feet by Sep-
temnber, thus allowing for the storage of
3,900 million gallons. It is intended to con-
tinue with construction as finances permit.

Sewerage and Drainage.
Considerable progress has been made

with the sewering of the metropolitan area,
and investigations are being made with re-
gard to the gewering of the eastern suburbs
as far as Midland Junction.

The main j'umping station at Claisebrook
Road was completed and put into operation
in January, permitting the discontinuance
of the Burswood Island filter beds.

Wheat.
The higher price for wheat combined with

excellent opening rains throughout the
State has been most encouraging. Follow-
ing good1 rains in April, splendid fails oc-
curred in May and June over practically
the whole of thie wheat belt, and given nor-
mual late 1'ainm; a good harvest should be as-
su red.

Luad year thle area harvested was
2,570,760 acres for a yield of 21,291,500
bushels, but this year it is estimated that
thle area put under crop has increased to
2,800.000 acres.

Construction of terminal facilities for the
balk handling of wheat has been commenced
at Btunbury and will be completed in time
for next season's shipments. Approval was
given bly the Loan Council to raise £350,000
for the construction of terminal silos at the
ports. Legislation will be introduced pro-
viding the necessary authority for raising
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the mnoney to be used for this purpose atid
for constructing the works;.

Pastoral.
Although some districts have not parti-

cipated in the benieflcial early winter rains,
prospects in the greater portion of the pas-
toral areas have improved. There is every
indication that the Jpresenlt price level for
wool will bie maintained. The outlook is
brighter for the steady recovery and ex-
pansion of this gr-eat industry.

Dairying.
The production of butter fat for last year

was 12,638,931 lbs., valued at approxi-
mately £766,000. The average price paid
to the producer was .14.6id, per lb., re-
presenting a further improvement upon that
of the previous year-. The percentage of
young stock is higher than usual and a
greatly increased production is assured,

There was; a further increase of 1:31,174
lbs. in the manufacture of cheese, the total
amount produced being 967,078 lbs.

Fruit.
The severe daniagc caused to fruit crop-a

by storms was to a great extent offset by
satisfactory prices received for export ap-
pies, ranging from 5s. to 7s. 9d. per ease at
growers' sidings. Approximately 700,000
eases of apples and 31,00) cases of pears
were exported during the year.

Tobacco.
The tobacco industry continues to ex-

pand. The area under vrop last year war,
1,068 acre-, with ain estimated yield of
650,000o lbs. rhe average price of good
quality leaf during die past few yea rs has
been from ]s. 9Od. to '2s. per lb.

A model vuring barn erected to carry out
curing tests has proved of very great hee-
fit 1o growers.

Limnds.-
During the year 582 applications; were

approved tinder condtiional alienation for
an area of 529,420 acres, while pastoral
lease application approvals numbered 84
for an area of :3,729,736 acres. The Land
Board allotted 110 blocks and there were
366 new settlers.

The total aniount written ott by revalua-
tion of repurchased estates 'vas £106,831.

In acecordance with the provisions of the
Land Act Amendment Act, ]936, relief to
the extent of £35,02S haQ been granted from

payment of rent on pastoral leases in
drought-stricken areas. A Bill wilt be in-
troduced to continue the authority to grant
remissions.

Agricultural Bank.

Considerable difficulties were experienced
l)y the Agricultural Bank during the yeart.
Drought conditions in portions of the wheat
belt will involve the provision of £350,000
to enable settlers to continue farming opera-
tions. Funds were also made available to
relieve the situation caused by fires and
storms in the fruit and dairying districts.

The work of reconstruction and consoli-
dation of settlement on which the Conrunds-
sioners have concentrated during the past
yoar will bie continued.

Profound regret is expressed at the death
of the late Chairmnan of Commissioners, the
Hon. A. Me Callunii, who has been so ac-
tively associated with tihe welfare of tbe
State and its people over a long period of
years. his passing is a severe loss to the
institntion and to the community.

Frm aers' Debts A1djustment and~
Ag ticirlur al Reconstruction.

At :10th June, 1937, the Trustees of the
Rural Relief Fund had finalised 1,422 ap-
plications, giving relief to farmners amount-
ing to £1,448,173, mid absorbing £433,000
of the total allocation of £C464,000 received
from the Federal Government. The balance
has since been distributed.

The total number of applications from
Parmers for- debt adjustment is 2,935. Of
the applications finalised the Agricultural
Rank arc-ed, in 473 cases, to write off
£C386,447.

.Agricultural reconstruction over the past
three years, including writing down under
the Farmers' Debts Adjustment Act has, in
total, placed a very heavy burden on the
State, as the following figures will indicate:

Agricultural Bank debts
written off, including
Sold iers ' Settlement
Scemere and Industries
Assistance Board £1 f,581,288

Group settlement debts
written off..........1,716,621

Land rents, wvritten off . . 254,731
'Water rates (country)

written off 34,077

Total .. C 3,586,717

5
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r he work of reconstruction is still pro-
ceeding.

Forests.
With increasing orders for Western Aus-

tralian hardwoods for both overseas and
local markets, sawmills iii the South-West
are operating at f ull capacity. The log intake
for sawmills for the past twelve months
amounted to 33,000,000 cubic feet, which
represents an increase of eight per tenrt.
on the intake for the previous year. The
value of timber exported during the same
period amounted to approximately £752,000.

The problem of maintaining our forests
in a condition that ill lperuut this large
annual cut without serious reduction of for-
est capital is continuing to receive close at-
tention. Further important advances have
beeni made in reforestation work, and the
area of regenerated and planted forest has
been increased by 54,000 acres during time
past twelve months. Reforestation opera-
tions are being extended in jarrab, karri
and mallet areas and provide an important
avenue of unemployment relief work which
is building nip a valuable State asset.

Educe tion.

Serious consideration is being given to
the problem of meeting the demand for in-
creased facilities for manual training and
domestic science. A new school of mines
was opened last year at Wiluna, and as
finances permit it is intended to extend the
scope of technical eduention wherever pos-

Railwayjs.
An increase in railway revenue of

£44,363 was overshadowed by an increase in
exlpenditutre of £222,206, the net revenue be-
ing Z178,043 lower titan the previous year.

The increase in working epXeCIses was
largely due to the haulage of water to
drought-affected areas, variations in the
basic wage, and increases to the salaried
staff consequent upon at new award.

The revenue and expenditure figures for
electricity supply were highly satisfactory,
the surplus last -year being- £94 299- Excel-
lent progress has been maintained in the
extension of the East Perth Power House,
and trial runs of the new plant should be
possible towards the end of October. When
this unit is placed iin operation it will rope
with all demands for years. to come, and
will ensure an adequate supply of electrical
current for industrial purposes.

Native Affairs.
The provisionst of the Native Adminis-

tration Act passed last session are being ae-
tivelv applied, and it is already apparent
that the new legislation will result in many
benefits to the natives and smoother work-
ing to the Department.

The travelling medical officer has visited
practically the whole of the North and ar-
ranged treatment for all cases of disease
discovered. Native hospitals, have been es-
tablisbed at Wynd ham and Broome and
clinics completed at Moola BONl and Munja
Native Stations. At 'Moore River exten-
sions to the hospital have been completed,
tenders have been called for a kinderga-
ten and technical training centre, and the
establishment of a new native village is
proceeding. Extensive improvements are
either in progress or under consideration in
connection with other settlements. An in-
spector of natives has been appointed for
the Kimberley Division and a female pro-
tector at Broome.

Public Health,

Negotiations i connection with the new
infectious; diseases hospital have been con-
eluded and constructional work has coin-
menced. The State Goverinment and the
local authorities will share in the very con-
siderable expenditure involved.

IMMnUldsation against dip~htheria has
been widely adopted throughout the State.

Legislation.
You will be asked to give consideration to

measures dealing, among other thingsq, with:
Industrial Arbitration.

Shops and Factories.
Wyorkers' Comipensa tion.
State Insurance.
Madhinery Act Am-endment.
Bulk Handling.
Pastoral Rents.
Uniform Taxation Assessment.
-Municipalities Act.

Trans port.
Aviation.
Police Act.

T1 lion declare this Session of Parliament
open, and trust that Providence may bless
your labour:;.
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BILL-I BNING ACT AMENDMENT.

THE OHIEr SECRETARY (Ron. W.
1H. Kitson-West) [3,331- Ia order to as-
sert and maintain the undoubted rights and
privileges of this House to initiate legis-
lation, I move, without notice, for leave to
introduce a Bill entitled "An Act to Make
Provision in the Mining Act 190-1-33 far
the protection of the Government Geologist
and other persons entering land in the
course of their official duties."

Leave given; Bill introduced, and read
a first time.

LIEUT,-GOVERNOR'S SPEECH,
DISTRIBUTION.

The PRESIDENT: For the sake of
greater accuracy, I have obtained from His
Excellency, the Lient.-Governor, copies Of
the Speech that he has been pleased to de-
liver to Parliament. These will he distri-
buted amongst hon. members.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

First Dlay.

HON. G. FRASER (West) [73.35J: I
move-

That the following Address be presented to
Efis Excellency, the Lieut.-Governor, in reply
to tbe Speech lie has been pleased to
deliver: -"May it please Your Excellency:
We, the members of the Legislative Council
of the State of Western Australia, in Parlia-
ment assembled, beg to express our loyalty to
our most gracious Sovereign, and to thank
Your Excelleney for the Speech you have
been pleased to deliver to Parliament."

The Speech which has been delivered hr
His Excellency is the method by which
annually the Government of the day bring
home to hon. members and the people of
this State their many activities, and also
the means of bringing vividly before us the
great potentialities of Western Australia.
These Speeches make wonderful -reading
on any occasion. If one cares to make an
examination of the Speech wre have just
heard, and compare it with Speeches de-
livered in previous years, the great pro-
gress that we in Western Australia are
making is forcibly brought home to us.
The Speech deals with almost every acti-
vity of the Government. It makes -refer-
ences to practically everything that has
heen achieved during the past 12 months,

and records our progress. We in this
State have a wonderful heritage. Despite
that fact, had not the citizens- exercised
excellent judgment in the selection of those
they chose to govern them, many of the
assets of the StLate, or the advantages de-
rived from the useful employment of those
assets, would have been last to us. I am
pleased to say that, particularly daring the
past four years, those who have occupied
the Treasury Bench have been of un-
doubted character, alen of administrative
ability, and men who have been prepared
at all times squarely to face any obstacle
that might arise. The people of Western
Australia have been exceedingly fortunate
in the calibre of the men who have consti-
tuted the Government during the past four
years. In every instance, and in all parts
of the State, M~inisters have faced the
problems that have arisen, and done all
that was humanly possible to solve them
and effect the necessary improvements to
the situations that arose. Their record
during these last few years certainly reads
very well. I am not going to say that by
the activities of the Government they have
brought this State from the depths of de-
spair to the heights of absolute prosperity;
but I will say that by their activities they
have greatly assisted in placing this State
on the road to prosperity. Although the
Government have achieved a great deal
during these last few ye'ars, I hope they
do not intend to sit hack now, rest on
their oars, as it were, and consider that
they have done their job. Although I am
now congratulating the Government on
what they have done, I shall be Just ats
big a critic tf they do not continue to assist
this State further slang the road to pros-
perity. Their acetivities, particularly with
respect to mining, have assisted that indus-
try to a great extent. By the development
of the mining industry, the State has been-
assisted also in many other direct ions. As
the result of the Government's activity on
behalf of this industry, much employment
has been created, and, as a result of that
employment, the Government have heen re-
lieved of a great deal of expenditure that
previous Governments ware faced with
from the unemployment point of view. By
their activities in the mining industry, to-
gether with their organising ability in get-
ting together various cornmiittees which
have assisted in furthering the local pro-

7
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ducts campaign, they have minimised to a
great extent the unemployment problem we
we're facing some time ago. I congratulate
the Government on the progress they ha-ve
made in very greatly solving the unem-
ployment problem, bitt I still feel that a
great deal remains to be done. I intend to
give the (zoverument no peace until we
reach the stage when every man who is
able to work is given the opportunity to
do so, LKnowing the members of the Goy-
erment as I do, I feel sure their opinion
will be the same as mine, namely, that they
will not rest until we have reached that

saeof prosperity when no man in this
State who is able to work need fail to
secure work. The Government have also
assisted in many other respects to improve
the lot of those who have remained unem-
ployed. T refer particularly to an act of
charity recently performed by the Govern-
ment. Quite a numbher of persons are un-
fortunately known as "C" clas, men.
'These are people who, having been exam-
ined by medieal men, have been certified as
unfit for work. They have presented a
great problem. The only assistance open
to these people has been a sum of 7s. per
head per week. As a result of their recent
decision, the (1overnment. have now ar-
ranged that persons who come within the
"C" class category, after being certified by
Ine medical profession as unfit for work,
shall he transferred to the Child Welfare
Department from the U'nemployment De-
partment. The transfer will give these un-
fortunatpecitivens the advantage of an
extra 2s. per head per week. Whilst this
sum may not appear very much to the
average individual, to these people. espe-
cially those who have three or four chil-
dren. it will make a big difference. I am
sure the people of this State will cnt-
mend the G1overnment for their charitable
action in that direction. The Speech re-
fers to the activities of the Government in
country districts. We often notice in the
newspapers; criticism by our political
opponents to the effect that the Labour
Government do nothing except for their
own adherents. The records of the Gov-
ernment will answer that accusation. I
believe it is true tbat every country water
sniuply of importance in this State has
lbeen supplied by a Labor Ministry. No
doubt later in the session we shall be charged
by members representing country interests
with having neglected the primary pro-

doiers. On the subject of that very vitar
question, country water supplies, we find
that the present Lnbour Government and
previous Labour Governments are the only-
Governments that have really done any-
thing. No doubt my friends will take up
the challenge and endeavour to prove that
my words are untrue. I shall be pleased to
hear from them later on. If I do not hear
from them, I shall know that what I have.
said is correct. If I am wrong, I will stand
corrected. f mnaintain that the only country
water supp)lies in this State of any' import-
ice have been carried out by Labour ad-

m inistrations;. I noticed in the Press re-
c ently that a1 great advance has been made
regarding tlui' railways of Australia wvithr
referenc'e to the provision of extra travel-
ling comfort. Portion of the journey on the
East-West railway has, been cut out in con-
sequence of the extension of the Common-
wealth line to Port Pinie. That certainly
mevang sunmething of importance to the-
people of this Sqtate, not only from the
standpoint of shortening the journey, but
of the extra comfort, which represents a
great consideration fronm the point of view
of the travelling public. Infortunately we
no(w find that we in We..tern Australia are
left in the uneniviable position of controlling
the length of railway that will provide the
least comfort for people travelling to or
from the Ea~tern States. While our Sft. Gin.
gauge and our train service over it will bear
eonlia1risoni with any syvstem of a similar
gauge in any other ])art of Australia, from
the standpoint of comfort it cannot coma
uip to the standard available on the broader
gauged railways. While I know that the
tas;k of dealing 'with the broader gauge pro-
hiern does notrelate purely to the State, I
believe that if the Government were to take
up the question with the Commonwealth
Government, something would be done in the
near future. The CoinmonwNeal th Govern-
nint have ass-isted the South Australian
Governnent in that regard, although I can-
not say to what extent that assistante wuas
rendered. T feel sure that similar assistance
would not be denied to this State by the
Commonwealth Government. I ho~pe that
our State Government will make a move iu
the near filture to endeavour to secure the
constnirtini of a broad gaime line from
Kalg-oorlie to Frenmautle so as~ to complete
the East-West railway on a broad gauge
basis. If that were done, I believe it would
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be in the best interests of the State in more
than one direction. Another matter that
should engage the attention of the State
Government is indicated in the recently an-
nounced insurance rates for motor vehicles.
That problem should be tackled promptly.
In the list of proposed legislation included
in His Excellency's Speech, reference is
made to State insurance. I cannot say what
the contents of the prospective Bill will be,
but, in may opinion, the increases in insur-
ance rates, which, according to the Press,
amount to 410 per cent, in some instances,
represent a matter that should receive ser-
ions consideration from the Government. In
Western Australia with the longer distances
involved in journeys between vrious points,
transport facilities have to be provided, and
increases in any charge on the mnotoring
public represent a serious burden upon
them. Not only does this mean an increase
in the premium rates of insurance, but an
effect on another problem in which I have
taken a keen interest. I refer to third party
insurance. A statement appeared in the
Press recently that many motor owners on
the goldfields will not insure their vehicles
in future because of the increased premiuam
rates. Hitherto those people have insured
their ears and] many of then have taken out
third party insurance policies as well. If
the moutoring public of the goldlfields adopt
the attitude indicated, it mecans that not
only will they refrain from insuring their
vehicles, but they will not take out a third
party policy either. It may also mean
that even those who do insure their vehicles,
may refrain from taking out the third party
insurance policy. To mie this is a matter of
vital importance. The increases indicated
have created what appears to me to be a
serious problem, particularly when we
realise it will mean that individuals who are
concerned in road accident-, will, where no
third party risks have been covererd by in-
surance, be further victimnised by having to
face bills ranging from £200 to £400. The
latest increase in premniumi rates announced
by the insurance companies has made the
position far worse than it wa,; formerly. I
hope the Government, without any loss of
time, will go into the question of insurance
t-horoughly and ascertain if something can-
not be done to alleviate the position. I feel
sure that those members of this House who
in the past have been opposed to State in-
surance will be placed in a Ligbt corner and
will be hard put 'To it to flind arguments

against that particular policy, seeing that
it will provide the people with insurance at
a much cheaper rate than is available today.
Involved in the question are matters affect-
ing the provision of hospital aecomnmodation
for people who are injured in motor acci-
dents, compensation that has to be paid to
victims of such accidents and the necessity
to provide protection to unfortunate in-
dividuals who are injured but are unable to
obtain compensation from those responsible
for the accidents in which they were in-
volved. I feel sure that if the Government
consider this problem seriousily in the next
few months, legislation will he submitted to
Parliament before the end of the session in
Order to deal with the various phases to
which I have alluded, I notice that indus-
trial matters occupy a prominent place in
the list of proposed legislation to be sub-
initted for the consideration of Parliament
this year. I am hopeful that the attitude of
smne members of this Chamber during the
session will be entirely different from) that
indicated by them in the past. The L~egisla-
tive Council has been the graveyard of
practically every industrial Bill placed be-
fore members in recent years. Whereats
formnerly members were content to move
amnendaments to such legislation, last year
they went beyond all reasonable bounds and
n ot one industrial Bill that f can remnember
was permitted to go beyond the second read-
ing stage. Surely no member of this Cham-
ber can justify such actions as I have mnen-
tiomed, ]t amounts to this, that, in the
opinion of those hon. members, there was
absolutely no merit in any one of the Bills
to which I have referred.

Hon. L. Craig: Most of them were intro-
duced altogether too late in the session.

Hon. G. FRASER: Most of the Bills were
introduced at least halfway throughJ the
session. There was ample time to take those
measure-s through the ComUmnittee stage. We
could have spent an-y amiount of time on
those Bills in Conmmittee, but members- pre-
ferred merely to bump the legislation out.
Even if they were not inclined to accept
the greater p~art of each of those Bills, surely
there must have been one or two good points
in the legislation that could have received
more favourable consideration. Unless some
alteration is indicated in the attitude of
members of this Chamber during the session,
I ant afraid there mnay be chianges. T ama
certainly not threatening those members-, 'Mr.
President, but am merely giving them a
friendly warning, because T would bate to
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miss some of the faces we know so well in two of our old friends who represent the
this Chamber.

Han. W. J. Alann: Don't worry about
that.

Hon. G. FRASER: Unless they change
their attitude, I am, certain we shall miss
some of those who are now members of this
Chamber. The working man, who generally
votes Labour, has been very patient regard-
ing the composition of the Legislative Coun-
eil. Many of those voters have been
apathetic. The deal that has been extended
to that section of the community by this
Chamber with regard to industrial legislation
introduced in recent years, has certainly
proved the greatest organising influence that
could be wielded in favour of the Labour
Party. I issue this friendly warning to hon.
members in order that they may change tbeir
attitude, if they desire to remain in the
Legislative Council. I can assure you, Mr.
President, I am not talking idly when I
address those remarks to the members I hanve
in mind.

Hon. A. Thomson: Of course not.
Hon. W. J. Mann: And you should know.
Hon. G. FRASER: Already we have in

this Chamber Labour representatives of
five Provinces. It shows that we can
win at least those seats and if Labour
can win one or more of three seats
in each of the Provinces concerned, it
means clearly that Labour can win all three
seats. That can be done if we tackle the
problem seriously, as we shall unless a more
acceptable attitude is aidopted by some mem-
bers than they have indicated in the past. If
they do not change their attitude, it should
not be very hard for Labour to win the 15
seats I refer to, and we shall certainly do so.
If the members to whom I am addresing
these remarks do not change their attitude
.and should lose their seats, they will have
received this warning from me and they will
not be able to come along and say, "Well,
you could have told us about this before."
There are a great many other matters of
interest to which I should like to refer, but
I see that our old enemy, the clock, is against
me and I shall not continue much longer.
Before concluding, however, I hope in all
seriousness that bon. members will give
greater attention anl increased consideration
to measures that the Government will place
before them this session, and that when, in
due course, we conclude our labours, there
will be at least some industrial legislation
placed on the statute-book as the result of
our deliberations. I regret the absence of

North Province. I refer to Mr. HIolmes aod
Mr. Angelo. Mr. Miles looks lonely on the
bench in the absence of his two colleagues
from the North, but, nevertheless, we appre-
ciate the fact that with Mr. Miles p~resenlt we
have the bulk of the representation of the
North with us! I feel sure something serious
must have happened to have kept those hon.
members away, or they would have been in
their seats to-day. At any rate, I could nut
allow this opportunity to pass without
making some reference to the attitude that
has been adopted by some memblers in the
past. I hope that tiring the course of this
session members will give much greater con-
sideration to the industrial legislation that
will be introduced than they have in the past,
and that, as a result of their altered de-
meanour, we shall be able to say when the
session concludes that it has been produc-
tive of some good in the interests of the
majority of the people.

HON. A. M. CLYDESDALE (Metropoli-
tan-Suburban) [3.53]: I formally second
the motion.

On motion by Ron. C. F. Baxter, debate
adjourned.

Hoe adjourned at 3.56 p.m.

legislative Rsemblp.
Thursday, 5ith August, 1937.
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MEETING OF THE ASSEMBLY.

The Legilative Assembly met at noon,
pursuant to proclamation by His Excellency
the Lieut.-Governor, which proclamation
was read by the Clerk (Mr. F. G. Steere).


